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Suit Reveals Little Known |

Member of the Astor Famllyf

Action in Behalf of John Jacob Astor, Jr.,, and His:
Half Sister, Alice Muriel Astor, Brings Arm- |
strong Branch Into View.

frequently throvgh the unromantic grind of real estate transfers

and the rigid routine of the Surrogate's office, Citations percolate
through the mails into remote corners of the world and bring to light
unsuspected scions of noted families.

Recently it has been brought in upon persons, who do not ellow =
florid presemt to blot out a picturesque and less hectic past, that New
York soclety is old enough to become historic {f as has been affirmed it
takes four generations to make anything historic,

There are nine generations in the local records of some New York
families, but those nine generations take the mind back to a period that
has litle but a fancled Influence over society of the second decade of the
twentieth century.

There is pride of descent and a certain feeling of pardgnable self-|
confidence in knowing that one's ancestors were men and women of con-i
sequence in this community back In the seventeenth century, but it was
only when those distinguished ancestors laid the financial foundations from
which thelr descendants to-day receive their unearned increment that the
past became actually a part of the present,

Modern soclety has been described as an aristocracy of trade. Par-i
sonal achievement makes possible participation in the most costly of recrea- I
tions—gociety and its games. But In is regard society to-day is no
different from society in the past. In" every era the basls was laid in|
the capital that made this important phase of Iife possible. Culturs, |
personal influence, philanthropic and charitable expansion and achieve- |
ment in public life have in every social age developed from the solid
finuncial foundations laid by those big minds of other generations. |

Old Enough to Talk Objectively. '

New York society is old enough now to talk objectively about such|
tlﬂngu. The men and women who lived a century ago in New York are |
very much alive in their influence among their descendants to-day, !or;
the reason that many' families who are in to-day’s foreground flourish |
because thelr progenitors unto the third, fourth and fifth generations wery:
business men with foresight. New York soclety thus qualifies as an |
historieal object, bringing as it does to-day our past so close to the present. |

There are some familles that trace the sources of their present for- |
tunes in this country into the middle of the seventeenth century. Not |
long ago the newest baby in a prominent family of New York and Newport
was christened and on the occasion of that family gathering a parcel of
family property was set aside for the future financial benefit of the new

S OME of the most interesting sidelights on New York society come |

srrival. The legal formula in clearing the title necessitated going intu"‘

More Debutantes
This Season Calls |
for Full Calendar|

the safe deposit vault and bringing to light an ancient deed signed byl
the Rhode Island founder of the family fortune considerably more than
two hundred and fifty years ago.

There are some other New York families that can boast of such tangible
history as is embodied In that ancient Rhode Island deed bearing the
slgnature of ode of the most famous & [
men in Colonial history. Thal:e are r to the Henry Brevoort of the day, are |
many more whose unearned ‘”"-"9'|nmbnhly WABRr - &l iere- RiHaronE |
ments were founded with the revival | than in any other New York family, |
of trade in New York immediately  but John Jacob Astor, Jr.,, and \{sda:
following the Revolutionary War. It :ﬂi;,:?gur;;l t?]:m;‘aw:; |P;ﬂ:ﬂl:;;;:::‘

fllea that $

;::: ;)::t O:o;:':ﬁ:.‘:“::b{l,cmat::n tion | | Armstrung relative and they lost. ‘
through routine of a Surrogate’s of-| ©f Noted New York Ancestry. I
fice and a subseguent court grind.! James 5. Armstrong waa of noted |

The family is that of Astor, and the New York ancestry. His grandfather |
late member of the family circle con- | V™% Col. Henry Beekman Armstrong

cerned was one of those men who be- | yohn Armatrong, a man of note dur- \
came almost completely submerged | ing and after the revolutlonary wur

in the rush of modern social life, Hia | period,

the Beckman patent, now the town of
Rhinebeck, N. Y. Mr. Vincent Astor's
Ferncliff estate takes in a part of that
old patent. Margaret Beekman mar-

James 8. Armstrong, one of the very
numerous offshoots of the Astor fam-
ily of the second New York genera-
tlon, died lasgt summer In his home in
Red Hook, N. Y. leaving an estate
valued at §150,000, The residuary
legaten under the will was Mrs, Caro-
line Maul, who had been Mr. Arm-
atrong's housekeeper. On September
11 the Surrogate in Poughkeepsie ap-
pointed two guardians for John Jacoh
Astor, Jr., and Miss Alice Murlel
Astor., The appolntment was made in

ninth child, Alida Livingaton, sister of
the celebrated Chancellor Livingston.
was married In 1780 to Gen. John
Armstrong. The daughter of Gen.

the Margaret Alida Armatrong who
was married to Willlam Backhouse
Astor, fourth child of John Jacob As-
tor the first, f. J
proceedings to Interpret the will of names of Mn'r"tn‘folt .xhr“;d;h::;{;:
Mrs. Maul, the question being whether
In the names of several feminine mem-

or not the sum of §15,000 should g0 10| 1.0 ¢ 431 cirels to-day, that of Arm-
John Jacob Astor, Jr. and Allce Mu-| o 0np 4o rarely found. Mr. John
'lel Astor or to the “Society for ‘hf Armstrong Chanler is one of the ex-
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, coptions,
which is & non-existent corporation. Tt John Jacoh Astor, Jr., of Naw

It was affirmed in behalf of thn‘.lﬂl" York lost in his claim for part of the
Mra. Maul that she had meant “The | 415000 from the estate of his Arm-
American Soclety for Prevention of | gnone relntive he has recently been
Cruelty to Animals.” John Jacob As-| . 0" grancially fortunate In other | p
tor, Jr, I8 a son of the late Col. John | girontions. The Ihcome of his. side of
Jacob Astor and the present Mrt.|ine family has been inerensed con-
William K. Dick. He is 10 years old | o000 * By the time he shall have
and a half brother of Mr, Vincenl| .. .neq his majority, eleven years

Astor, head of the American branchf, o o
of his family. ‘Mt Allce Muriel Astor| cnce I will fiud himself posseaned |

fs a daughter of the late Col. John s

ol A
Jacob Astor and the present Lady g B"::r"
Ribblesdale. She is 17 years old and
Is a full sister of Mr. Vincent Astor.

name and that of his second cnunlnl
of the same name, Major John Jacob
Agninst the Astor Chlldren. Astor of the British branch of the
family, have heen brought into juxta-

peiint Monday Surropats Gleasen 1 | peciion,On Thursdey the tateet son.
minor Astor children. The American|fested to his constituancy in Dover
Soclety for the Prevention of Crueity |that he was transterring hin Ameri-

to Animals got the $15,000. The law-|Cn Wealth to England, and imme.
vers for the minor Astor children diately there was revived an old bit

found, apparently, no basis for con- of gomsip that Major Astor’s intention
tosting the will of Mr. Armstrong's|t0 concentrate his, immenne holdings
housekeeper In other regards, to England might involve certain

No explanation was made in the |Shanges in the ownership of the Wal.
Surrogate's court why John Jacob dorf-Astorin Hotel, which, since its
Astor, Jr., and Miss Alice Muriel As-|OPening thirty yeara ago, has been
tor, his half sister, were singled out |the center of many important develop-
as clalmants for the $15,000, ns'there | MeNt8 In noclety. l
are In exist iderably more| Since the days of the opening Mr.|
than 100 members of the family who Mhe:t Morris Baghy's "muslcal morn-
might have had as well based elaim inga" have been fixtures there in,
for this part of the Armstrong section | OVery succeeding December and Jan- |
of the groat Astor fortune. Appar-|'"0rY. These Bagby musicales are|
ently the others did not find it worth | 2Ven older than that, dating from the
while to coma forward, mare Informal days in his studie In

Assuming that the sum of money in | FIfty-seventh street, and even earlier

aquestion might have been large enough
to make n legal fight worth while, |#lreet.

clnlmants for this floating portion of Being so ingrained in the winter
the Astor fortuns could have been | doings of soclety there wers many
found In the Horeel, Bristed, Carey, |€xpressions of surprips over a report
Carroll, Chanler, Roossvelt, Ldvingston, | recently that this winter might see

Chapman. Dalano, Drayton, Emmet, | the laet of the Bagby “morninaas™ inf}

Jny, Kane, Keefer, Langdon, Lowndes, | the Waldorf-Astorin nt least because
Mtovens, Townsend, Van Alen, Wood, | 0f possible changes in the ownership |
Wilks, Wilkon, Robinson, Aldrich and|of the famous Astor property.
Thelps in this country and De Oroen- Mr., Baghy declared that the report
ings. Da  Notebeck, Zborowsak!, De wnas as much of A surprise to him as
Steurs, De Pallandt and Kumpff fam- | to his friends, So far as he was con.
[tiea abropd coerned he conld ges with his concorts |
The ramifications of the family as far Into the future as he can look
taunided in New York by the first John | back Into the past. |
Jaroh Aster, who was born in 1763, | Bo  the large Bagby following
anid his wife, Sarah Todd, first cousin | breathed casily again

i

Some of the Debutnntes of the Season and a Bride of the Future J Miss Morris and

Phoato [€) BacurACH

. duce their daughter
Round of Introducing Parties|
2 . . bave declded to hold an old
for ““'1“ Starts afternoon reception at 1021 Park avenue
on December 8, when they will introduc
thelr second dauchter, Mlsa Hetty &

'llnlu!. who Is with her parents in Locust

lm’irhml by the firat Jnnlur Assembly of
dnhutnmn», thias season at the Ritz-Carlton,

| miven, ona of the largest by Mrs, John H
| Prentiee, who s a member n! llu .'um.-

end the Colonel was a son of Gen.|of thom may Imve to be ih-ingl-rl be-
The most of them have been arranged |
name was James S, Armstrong. Margaret Beekman's family owned | definitely,
tinuous round of entertalning, which

night of Dm?c-mblr 9,
not Intended for debutantes, 1
an svent of much Interest to those
| have been out in soclety

tomary, owing to the
ried Robert R. Livingston, and their | of girls who

1 the muln baliroom sulte «

One of the earliest entertalnments will
be given next Thursday by Mrs,

ing Assjstant Attorney-General
Armstrong and Alida Livingston waz | luncheon at the Colony ¢

| danca at the Ritz-Carlton
s, Miss Mnrry Gallatin Hop-
| pin, who has been
n:other since the latter part of Septein-
Mr. and Mra, Frederick .
of Pelham Manor will give a dance
| the night of December 15 at the
Carlton for thelr daughter, Miss Prisciila

young relative,
feller, daughter of Mr,
D. Rockefeller, Jr., and granddaughter
Hockefeller and also
of the late Senater Aldrich of Rhode

and Mra, John

of Mr. John D.

Mra. Barciny Ulman, who has vecontly | The Misses Gladys and Fatelle Wilokes, |

Wilckes, will be introduced to soclety on
. Will give there on the after-
7 n large reception,
» will Introduce her only daugh-

noon of November

give an afternoan reception with dane-

e

retuirned last mu"m nfter two years @t

Arhtm! in :m.u same day Mra, Win-

Mr. Mills to Wed
on Her Birthday

Other Important Marriages to
Link Well Known New
York Families.

HESE are busy
for the dein

days not only

intes, but the f

ure brides as well, arrangi

the many detalls In connection witl
thi selection of thelr
trouys and attending the various
informal entertainments given in thel
i}iﬂ:.--“
Mise Louise Morris will celebrat
| her tw -first hirthday on Wedne
ing a bride. Her mar-
Dudley Holbroole 2Mile
+ in the Madison Avenue
Church and the

| mony, which will be performed by

|:r!=..- pastor, the Rev, Dr. Henry Sloans

| Coffin, will be followed by i ro

|at the home of her parenis, )

| Mrs. Dave Hennen Morris,

Mizs Maorris (s o great-granddaughiter
of the late Willlam H., Vanderbilt, and
| &l the late Chief Justice Flennen

lnna, arnyl a granddaughter of
ott F, Bhepard, id nlso of th

and Mrs. Jobn A, Morrlel of
v and New York, She will have
or, Miss Emily H. Morris, for hee
honer and another sistor, Mias
wderbilt Morrls, for flower girl
| Her other attend

1ts wlll be her cousine,
Miss Loulse Vunderbilt Schieffelln and
Mre. John M. Franklin, Mlss Berthi
Barclay, Mfss Sarnin Marquand, Miss
Laura Harding, Mlss Betay 1agg, Mis .
| b King and Mlss Sophle Duer.

John T. Mills, Jr., will be his

MIS;.{S M LEOHNA,
DEBUTANTE DAUGHTER

of DR and MRS bro best man and serving as ushers
LEE MAIDMENT HURD will be the Mesars. John Melcher,
Fhoto ‘1" w8 Séeglc vharlex Ames, Snmuel H. Hey Ids, Jr.,
Chnrles . Dhcke Joesse Hoyt, Franois

— e H. O

' : i H "“""-\-1!'. and Lawrence and Dave
| Hennen Morris, Jr,, brothers of the
Napoleon Foresaw

Mrs, Kurnal R. Babbitt of 269 Park

Law Establ[Sh[ng ;‘\\-nu‘ has announced the engagement
of her daughter, Mlss Eleanor Babbitt,

40 Mr. C‘harles Parker Spalding, son of

Status Of lees | M!"h Chu 8 Parker F:\.lllvl:rng Tf Laowell,

£#4 Babbitt made her debut aev.
g0, She was graduated from

. the Bpence Schonl and s a momber of
Old Code Makes Passports for| e sunior League.  Miss. Babbitt Is &
AMre, J. Gregory"Smith of St
Vi, who wias Miss Genevieve

re st
Freneh Born Wives of Amer- | e
| Babbitt,

| icans Unneceessary. | Their ‘tather, the R
bitt, in this
| ety 1"- i 3 Iiss Habbltt
| . | served as o nurse In tl J ! -
Specvial Corveapondence to Tunie New Yonx pital ; ‘.\ﬂ!rI “?“L-r:-.ll:: wns \ l:.{r.'al:;-lll\l\:,i:’d
Hremarp. from Bowdoin in 1917 and served in the
New York Hernld Bareauy, | A. E. F

Paris, et 21,0 - —
o Cable Inw defining the Miss Mary A, Dickson is one of the
marrying American hys- | busiest young women Just now making
least one pecullar effect  plans for her marringe to M. Williar
fts framers—I o, ns far | Maleolm Mather, shich will take plnc
» puts the | surly in January, probably on Jar
e same | gry 4. Thelr engngement was only an
o consids | nounced a few weoks ugo. Miss Diekso

Tt
fore
bhnds lis
not expected by
as French law
United States marr
category as two natlor

ered as uncivilized Is & dwughter of the late Mr. and Mre

This was revealed when French legal | Josoph Benjamin Dickson of Morristown

| Experin began stitd olper the  and this clty She.was educated oL th

F: Cable law would really affect the sintus | Spence School Mr. Mather is a son of

N r.r wives under Fre: Iaws, and 1t was | (he Inte Mr. and Mre James Wyl
., nl that Napoleo n drawing up | sMfuther of New . He was gradunted
r‘..- Ivll Code =till » here had  og r returning to that

srescati the ponsd of a Cable

« cousse after h
as an Ensig:n

L wle dis

hat o Frenth woman
il I O t nd the mar-
: J W event ringe L Katherine
§ q fors upon he Kont % and Mrs. George
o r marriage, the cltize <. Huntington
." Thus all Frencl whicrh will take place at the
sbands, If mar home of her parents in Jericho,
ot of the LT | Alsngewe 1ding had been planned,

obtkin a I“

but awipg to the recent death of tha
r other, Mra. Willlam R.
Mayor Cirace, the ar-

t Elghtieth street, Is

on the same night

of the Income from several millions of] Jnhn D, Roc . have chosen the
when they will
1-- \-\-cht Fifty-fourth
to introduce thelr daughter, Miss
Abh:{ Rockefeller

a coincidence In the news his| give a musical .I\no Iwr dhnde of !I- it

For Miss Cathleen Vanderbile,

Thanksziving ove will be marked by n

Mra. Henry Schulaw! Katherine Kent,

an dance on the

J country place ¢f the bride's
daughter of Mr
and Mrs, Sydnay |
will be given b
24 at 646 Fifth avenue,
. which ns a rule has been
af the home clr-

|!!rI\PL for \li
Speaking Unlon, 845 Madison avenue, cvening

ol
marked by festivities nmm n' thr\ nm o hr.a--| \Iu "

s, han been taken for two danees

Moet of the United Hunta Asaccintion,

followed by n dance at the

Iarge recaption |

Albert Tavis I(e!lo.;. |

in in mourning, A Aias Longise Morris,

will glve n dance A Christmas Night Dance.
L

Misa Mary Moore. On

Baventy-elghth street
| for thelr daughter,

in the Life Bullding in Thirty-first |

ateption dur I"s.
t all rod m muite of

laughter, Miss Heatrlice

Freaderiek Peterson will
¢lile will take n number of their
| friends to a theater
Rite-Carlton for
which will be somathing of |
v conventfonal after-
That night there will

ballroom widlte of t
a change from
noon gatherings.

Joint Introduction of Miss Alice MeKim

{ Mlsn Helen Jonkine,
but it will be a sub-debutants
AMinn Pinchot's formal

. Pa, aftarnoon,

Om the same dute Dy

L T o e wnged and only n faw
MORRIS, DAUGHTER | fmorican State Depar _ . which will be
OF MR ﬂd MRS DAVE | by Washington to Amer n husbands . e n of the Conntses
L to M UDLEY : At et i i k0% .
HOLBROOK MILLS NEXT Brooklyn Junior League M- vy bt on of Me W
e SNESDAY. To Act-‘Fun and Fashion’ | »a brotwr ot Mme. Audea G,
- At a luncheon Meld on the twentse f the Tts -
\ ,I nth of October Ly tha mefmbers of ) W i ok
. on i ; - . g O DPopos
- tun Loagy . Py )
Calendar of Events for the Week | luii'o" | e, 1"t e Soneoh
- : g 1 Mrs
. e e 5w \ a aen 1
2 " L in . " ' 1 erin
v Gladya O Donohue, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. "I' " e ACES | o 4 k an
Charles Hobert Coster Steers, o <y : i " forme - M nel J
the St. Regis, 4 P, M - T - it followad by a receg
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George lels The ' [
Hyntington Erhart, at Jericho House, the ¢ nudlence w r . Blien iyl : '..,'
parents, in Jerieho, L. T, 4:80 P. M of enlareing f Misn
‘ortesoue and Mra, Fortescue, Engllsh bidd dd ' Mot Mre. T Coate
1wl g fra J ¥ r
hent shog q ‘.. T ) T Gerpldd 1}
TUESDAY. onta ] M Tter i My
Flobert Goelet at thelr country place " tra | ¥ Tor o r Bl 4 “ ""'. .
auLT 9 T - Vons
" ] The ti 8 orn. J atim e
Helmont Fark, following lunch ' nents. M . - O Donahiie Tosenh
Ar of q ' 1 v 4 ]
WEDNESDAY, Ene ber g e e A Cdted
duughter of Mr. and Mrs, Dave Hennen I 1 re At 1 .
Dudley Holbrook Mills, Madison Avenue Preshytecian -." " “ . 1 L 1 i, :‘
for her debutante daughter, Miss R i Mre. Fred
a . . ™ [ 5 Pre
Winety-second atreet, a dinne f Avenue ha . I
ol December Ball to Help o ihe Mis
THURSDAY. ¥ ; f M
Sciihiao ar thia COINY Gl For Jtwd Grosvenor House Work ! : "
hter of Mr, and Mrs John D o P - gl et i
and Ballors' Cluby, ballroom of the . ._ 1 I Yoo Dectinie ; ' " M
% it sl | | $
daughtor of wnd Mres, William f RORROT AT Ast and recent bride - Bty v . -“':o.
I'leld Grimn, Presbyterian Ch Wit i Houhe Twis JHLEFSRD . senital N
S eots i, REEwer. . i ' CHARITY AVCTION NRIDGE,
and dancee, Sherry's II'-‘I. ..-:- FI,. T 4 ‘I" ——— Wl - | e : .,Il_.-F‘I:
Waldor{- Astoria ment house t o ire a olin 3 2 of T " o Pasite
SATURDAY. e st g bl d b g g SH Sy ok g
and Miss Flinor Cochran Btewart, after _5.-_,. }.,'.-.., eoatablishe ! ere mince I{- ~
« country glace In Plainfleld, N, J vember. During ¢ ' he M rnit
English, daughter of Mr. and Mrs Center gives lecturea twice each weab
Pasil Gordon, 8t Luke's Churob, and It Is hoped that this year there wiil
be n chance (o grant the request of t)
Henry Ztreet Sattiemant of &

— t £

rireat are holding o




